Age-specific dynamics of human thymus immune cell differentiation.
The expression of markers of undifferentiated CD5+ cells, B cells, T-killer/suppressors, and T-helpers was verified by immunohistochemical methods in the thymuses of elderly, senile, and long-lived humans. The counts of CD5+ cells in the thymus progressively decreased with age. Positive correlations between the counts of CD5+ cells and differentiated T cells were detected. The capacity of CD5+ thymocytes to differentiate into T-killer/suppressors decreased with age.